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Notwithstanding the additions thus made it must be
said to the credit of Sauti that he has succeeded in
moulding a work of such an enormous extent into a har-
monious and consistent whole. It is only rarely that we
come across discrepancies, contradictions or breaks in the
context. In fact they are rarer in the Mahabharata than
in the Ramayana, In two places, however, Sauti has
betrayed himself hopelessly, In the Bhishma Para,
where Yudhishthira asks Shalya to discourage Kama,
an episode which we have already shown to be an
addition, he is made to say " Carry out your promise
made in Udyoga,"by which is presumably meant the
Udyogaparva. Now it is absurd to represent an actor
giving a reference to a division of the drama or epic
itself. Similarly Kunti in the Ashwamedha Parva,
Chapter 66, requests Shrikrishna to carry out his
promise made in " Aishika" (a previous Parva), #/#., to
resuscitate the child of Uttara if born dead, How Sauti
could have put these references to the Parvas of the epic
in the mouth of the actors it is difficult to explain, except
on the supposition that the enormous length of the epic
made it pardonable even for the actors to give references
to its divisions.